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ESPO Newsletter Winter 2010

Dear friends and colleagues, here is your ESPO newsletter for December 2010. 

My first task is to offer thanks from all ESPO members to Carel Verwoerd, who completed 8 years as our General Secretary during the recent Pamplona congress and from whom I have now taken over: an extremely difficult task. Carel and his wife Jetty have been two of the most active and inspiring members of ESPO since its foundation (as well as of its predecessor, the European Working Group) and were very much involved in creating ESPO in its present form. We have been most lucky to have Carel as our General Secretary since 2002, especially since this, in practice, gave us the unbeatable team of Carel and Jetty! Jetty has also been responsible for drafting these regular newsletters, going back to the time when Renato Fior instituted this tradition. 

Jetty and Carel: we are all truly grateful to you both, for your dedication, inspiration and leadership. I suspect that I shall continue to send you regular messages asking for help.

In early June this year we had a most successful 10th congress in Pamplona, organised by our new President, Javier Cervera, with his team. There were more than 800 delegates and a really excellent programme with good social events in the lovely city of Pamplona: not too big and very easy to explore. We are most grateful to Javier, Manuel Manrique and their colleagues for an event that we will remember for many years. The academic content, in particular was of the highest standard. We came away with the knowledge that we had been updated in many

aspects of our specialty as well, of course, as meeting and communicating with old friends from ESPO and meeting new ones. 

During the Pamplona meeting the Part I, written Board Examination (EBE) of the European Academy of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery took place, with 47 candidates, 43 of whom passed. 

In September there was the first Part II, Oral examination in Vienna. 69 candidates of a total of 76 passed.

The next European Board Exam will take place on July 2nd 2011 in Barcelona during the First Congress of the Confederation of European ORL-HNS (CEORL-HNS). Paediatric ENT has formed a significant part of these exams.

At Pamplona it was agreed by the ESPO Council, after a vote, that the 2014 International ESPO Congress would be held in Dublin. We thanked John Russell for offering to organise this, with his colleagues. The ESPO Board will be visiting Dublin in February 2011 to look at the proposed site for the Congress, offer any advice and see the initial plans for the Scientific Programme. The scientific committee of ESPO have already suggested that young trainees entering our specialty should be encouraged as much as possible. We can all remember the steep learning curve we experienced on starting to practice Paediatric ORL. I can still remember Sylvan Stool’s beautiful explanation of how to do a safe tracheotomy at the 2nd International Congress of Pediatric ORL in Bath back in 1981 and finding how useful his advice had been on returning to my hospital the following week!

The next ESPO congress will be in 2012, in Amsterdam, organised by Anne Schilder, our next ESPO President, and Hans Hoeve, with the theme ‘From experience-based to evidence-based practice’.   

At Amsterdam it is intended to award prizes for the best posters, and also for the best young presenters of free papers, who will have to apply for these   awards at the time they submit their abstracts.     Anne and Hans are working hard on producing what already looks like a really excellent scientific programme. We strongly recommend that you check the website now! www.espo2012.com
If you came to Pamplona you will certainly want to come to Amsterdam. If you missed Pamplona, don’t miss ESPO 2012!  For ESPO membership visit our website www.espo.eu.com and remember that membership gives you a very significant reduction on the registration fees for each ESPO International Congress and a reduced subscription to the International Journal of Pediatric Otorhinolaryngology.  

Finally, I send my very warmest greetings for the Christmas season and for 2011

John Graham

Secretary General ESPO
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