European Society of Pediatric Otorhinolaryngology

Minutes of the ESPO Council meeting, 06-06-2010

Palacio Baluarte, Pamplona

Present                                                                                                                   Board: Noel Garabédian (NG), Javier Cervera (JC), John Graham (JG), Gabor Katona (GK), Chris Raine (CR), Anne Schilder (AS), Carel Verwoerd (CV);                                                                                     Council members by country: Gerhard Rasp (Au), Ingeborg Dhooge (Be), Anna Pitkaranta (Fi), Patrick Froehlich (Fr), Jean-Michel Triglia (Fr), Wolfgang Pirsig (Ge), Thomas Nikolopoulos (Gr), Zsolt Farkas (Hu), Helena Rowley (Ir), John Russell (Ir), Luisa Bellussi  (It), Paola Marchisio (It), Hans Hoeve (Nl), Mieczyslaw Chmielik (Po), Grazyna Niedzielska (Po), Jorge Spratley (Port), Luisa Monteiro (Port), Marcel Cosgarea (Ru), Gheorghe Iovanescu (Ru), Jana Jakubikova (Slov), Blas Perze Pinero (Sp), Felix Pumarola (Sp), Umut Akyol (Tur), Faruk Unal (Tur), Dave Albert (UK), Peter Robb (UK);                                                                
Members Committee: Jetty Verwoerd-Verhoef (NL), Martin Bailey (UK), Michal Grzegorowski (Po), Luisa Bellussi (It)                     

                                
Liaison delegates: Tania Sih (Braz), Keiichi Ichimura (Jap)
Honorary members: Pekka Karma                                                                      Editor-in-chief IJPORL: Robert Ruben

Note of absence was received from Philippe Monnier and Sylvain Lacroix (Switzerland) and Zdenek Kabelka (Czech R.)

Welcome by the president                                                                                                A special welcome is meant for Pekka Karma, Honorary member, Robert Ruben, Editor-in-chief of IJPORL, the liaison delegates Tania Sih (Brazil, IAPO) and Keiichi Ichimura (Japan), and the new Council members.  
All members introduce themselves by name and country.

New members are:                                                                                                               Gerhard Rasp (Austria), Luisa Monteiro (Portugal), Felix Pumarola (Spain), Sylvain Lacroix (Switzerland), Dave Albert (UK), Grazyna Niedzielska (Poland)

1.  Minutes of the Council meeting in 2008, Budapest are approved, and signed by president and secretary-general.

2. Reports of the Board                                                                                        a) It is noted by the president (NG) that all Council members are supposed to pay their dues (only €30 per year). The Board has decided to discharge those members who have not or even never paid this fee!!                                                                           Immediate action can be taken by those members through contacting the treasurer at the end of this meeting in order to continue membership. 

b) The treasurer (CR) reports that the ESPO account (balance at 1/4/2010: 34 584,62) is viewed and approved by the members of the Audit Committee (Peter Robb, Peter Bull, UK; they will remain in function till 2012).

CR says: “we’re not rich but we manage”. 

Because of increasing  bank costs the proposal for 2-yearly payment of dues is agreed by the Council. 

c) The secretary-general (CV) explains that two Board members retire from office: NG as president and CV as secretary-general.

Nomination and election will be discussed under point 5.

3. Venue ESPO 2014                                                                                                    The almost past-secretary introduces the 5 proposals which have been received by the Board for the selection of the venue of ESPO 2014: Dublin, Ireland (by Russell, Council member), Vilnius, Lithuania (by Uloza), Warsaw, Poland (by Skarzynski), Cluj-Napoca, Rumania (by Cosgarea, Council member), Istanbul, Turkey (by Akyol and Unal, Council members). 

The Board has decided to make a ballot voting. The representatives of the presenting countries are requested to leave the meeting hall. They will, one by one, illustrate their bid.

The majority of the votes goes to Dublin, with Istanbul as second best.

So Dublin it will be and expectations are high. Chairman of the organising committee, John Russell, will be given all necessary support. The preliminary template for the organization of an ESPO congress designed by the secretary (CV) shall be extended by AS during the coming year and presented at the next Board meeting.

4. Committees                                                                                                   The meeting of the Scientific committee on the 5th of June (yesterday) was well attended (14).  At ESPO 2012 next to lectures, round tables and free paper sessions more instructional courses but also workshops, debates, telemedicine and interactive sessions are foreseen. Poster walks should get more attention. A report of this meeting will be prepared by the secretariat.
VV announces that she will also step down as chairman of the Members Committee. Martin Bailey will replace her in this function. The two other members, Luisa Bellussi and Michal Grzegorowski,  will remain in function till 2012.  Board and  members of the Council express their appreciation of HLVV (applause)  for the work she has done in all the years since the foundation of ESPO in 1994.
5. Election of new Board members                                                          Nominated for election are Javier Cervera as president, John Graham as secretary-general, Noel Garabédian as past-president, and Anne Schilder (organizer of ESPO 2012) as new member. These nominations were carried by acclamation.   Chris Raine and Gabor Katona will remain in office for the coming 2 years.
President (NG) thanks the outgoing Secretary-General (CV) for 8 years of dedicated support of ESPO. The latter wishes ESPO a most successful future and thanks Members of the Board and General Assembly for most constructive cooperation, their support and friendship. 
6. European Board Exam (EBE) and EAORL-HNS (European Academy of ORL-HNS)                                            

The EBE (general ORL - theoretical part) is discussed. Several Council members express their doubts because their National Society of ORL, sometimes according to government law like in the Netherlands (CV), executes a series of obligatory exams during the training period for ORL specialist, and at the end of the training.

Ruben (USA) thinks that the first step should be training in a good acceptable programme followed by an examination. 

Robb (UK) stated that the exam had to be of a uniform standard across Europe. At the current time, the EAORLHNS/UEMS diploma is not of the same standard as the FCRS in UK and Ireland.
CR says that uniformity of training should be put above an European exam.                                                      

Finally, it was mentioned that the language might be a problem for candidates not well-trained in English when doing the exams.                                                   In the meantime at the 1st of September 2010 the first clinical exams are planned in the frame of the EBE.

Representatives of ESPO in the EAORL-HNS are at this moment Graham and Verwoerd. The last has composed a short summary of the developments concerning the Academy for the latest Board meeting; Council members who are interested can ask for a copy by the secretary.  

7. Any other business

Nikolopoulos would like to pay attention to 50 years of cochlear implantation which will be celebrated in 2011 at the 

10th European Symposium on Paediatric Cochlear Implantation, in Athens, Greece, 12-15 May.  

8. The president expresses great appreciation of ESPO to Manuel Manrique and Javier Cervera for the excellent lunch.

Then, the Council meeting is adjourned.

Carel Verwoerd






December 18, 2010                 Jetty Verwoerd-Verhoef
P.S.                                                                                                                                        At the end of this year we send you season’s greetings and the warmest of wishes for health and happiness in 2011                                                                                                            Jetty & Carel
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